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Mission

The mission of the MarcoPolo program is to create premier, standards-based Internet Content and provide the requisite professional development to every teacher in the United States, and to maintain the program in a way that allows it to scale throughout the United States and be sustainable over time, so it may enrich teaching and dramatically affect student achievement for generations to come.

Goals

The goals of MarcoPolo for 2005 are to provide teachers with 5,200 standards-based lesson plans and resources that cover every core K-12 subject, grade level and class period, and to reach 2.4 million teachers, with a MarcoPolo trainee in every school and 1 million using MarcoPolo regularly. 

To date, teachers from all 50 states record nearly one million user sessions monthly. Ten thousand teachers are trained monthly, with over 150,000 trained to date. Surveys show that over 75 percent of teachers who go through MarcoPolo training use it regularly. Visit our Progress and Results section for more detailed information.

Values

MarcoPolo’s accomplishments are based upon core, steadfast values. MarcoPolo content is provided to teachers free of charge, with no direct link to business interests. The relationships amongst the MarcoPolo Partners are built on long term mutual commitments and shared goals, and are based on trust, honesty and integrity. Comprehensive measurement is used constantly as a diagnostic tool to improve all aspects of the program. And, ultimately, teachers are the final arbiters of MarcoPolo. 
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Mission
ArtsEdge, the National Arts & Education Information Network, supports the place of arts education at the center of the curriculum through creative and appropriate uses of technology. ArtsEdge helps educators to teach in, through, and about the arts, so that teachers across all disciplines can benefit from its exemplary standards-based lesson plans and other educational resources. A program of the Education Department of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, ArtsEdge is dedicated to supporting policies, practices, and partnerships that ensure that the arts are woven into the very fabric of American education.
 
Site Essentials 

Lessons

All ArtsEdge lessons are written by teachers and tested in the classroom. Additional resources are reviewed, and often written, by educators and art experts. 

· The Teaching Materials link on the ArtsEdge home page is the source for lessons that integrate the arts across the curriculum based on the National Standards for Arts Education and national standards from other disciplines. Teaching Materials connects users to

· Curriculum units

· Lessons and activities
· Explore the Arts mini-sites (self-contained explorations of a particular theme or subject filled with rich background information and lesson plans for both classroom and at-home use. Popular mini-sites include Duke Ellington, Romeo and Juliet, Don Quixote, Louis Armstrong, and Exploring Ballet.)
· Get Published (where the teacher can submit their very own lesson plans to ArtsEdge, a national online publication)
· You can view all ArtsEdge lessons by grade band or by discipline. You can also narrow your search for a particular type of lesson through the "Curriculum Power Search."  

· When you click on the title of a particular lesson, you will be given an overview of the lesson. Click the "view full lesson" button to explore the lesson in its entirety or click the “print lesson” button to print out the entire lesson to take and use later. 

Reviewed Web Sites

· ArtsEdge maintains a clearinghouse of reviewed Web sites that are searchable by a specific discipline.  These resources can be found in the Curriculum WebLinks section. 

Additional Features

· NewsBreak, designed especially with K-12 educators in mind, keeps users abreast of news and events relevant to arts, education, and technology. Log on daily to scan the headlines, view the Curriculum Feature of the Month, link to information on grants, funding, competitions, and job opportunities, or sign up to have a weekly summary of NewsBreak through an online newsletter delivered right to your inbox. The “Birthday Bookmark” feature highlights a different artist every day and provides an ArtsEdge lesson plan or other educational resource that can be used in conjunction with the artist's birthday.

· The Professional Resources section provides teachers with professional development opportunities and contacts, links to art education advocacy resources, and articles on the latest research in arts education. This area also links users to useful guides on various educational tools and initiatives, such as the “Arts Content Planning Matrix” and "Guide to Curriculum Mapping."

· ArtsEdge is the repository for the “National Standards for Arts Education”. You can access these and other national standards from the Professional Resources section as well. 

· ArtsEdge also draws on the resources of the Kennedy Center to bring performances into the classroom via chats with the National Symphony Orchestra and through ArtsEdge’s database of Cuesheets, performance guides that provide a great source for student handouts. Cuesheets are searchable from the Cuesheet home page.

Specific Links to Highlight

· The “Atomic and Molecular Structure” lesson is an example of how the arts can be used to teach a science lesson; students will mimic the movement of atoms through dance.  
http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/teaching_materials/curricula/curriculum.cfm?curriculum_id=51&mode=overview 


· The “Light in the Storm: Civil War Music” lesson allows students to use songs—such as rallying, patriotic, and campfire songs—and various Internet resources to learn about the Civil War.
http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/teaching_materials/curricula/curriculum.cfm?curriculum_id=209&mode=overview


· The “Louis Armstrong: Overcoming the Odds” lesson utilizes music recorded by Louis Armstrong to learn about historical events that took place during Armstrong's fascinating life.
http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/exploring/louis/lessons/overcoming/overcoming.html


· "Champions of Change: The Impact of the Arts on Learning" is a report that compiles seven major studies that provide evidence of enhanced learning and achievement when students are involved in a variety of arts experiences.  
http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/champions/

· The “Duke Ellington Centennial Celebration” mini-site includes student activities and an engaging interactive scrapbook.
http://dellington.org




Mission

EconEdLink is centered on curriculum standards and based on the essential principles of economics. EconEdLink provides a premier source of classroom-tested, Internet-based economic lesson materials for K-12 teachers and their students.

Site Essentials to Illustrate

· EconEdLink has three types of lessons:

· EconomicsMinute – centered around current issues that relate to economic concepts; typically takes less than a class period to complete

· MillionaireMinute – designed to reinforce personal finance

· NetNewsLine – designed to combine several online lessons to illustrate an economic concept.

· A typical EconomicsMinute features
· Links to newspapers and news sites
· Interactive activities
· Discussion questions
· Interpretations of graphs and other data
· A conclusion that brings closure to the activity, reminds learners about what they learned, and encourages them to extend the experience into other domains.
· The lessons, written to address the Voluntary Economic Standards and support the key economic concepts, are presented in three formats:

· Student version

· Teacher version

· Printable version

· The lesson index can be sorted by 

· Title

· Grade

· Standard

· Lesson Type

· Date

· CyberTeach provides a great resource for teachers as they explore the use of technology in the classroom.

· Current Events provides current news articles that relate to current economic issues.

· EconEdLink provides the opportunity for students to become engaged in the technology learning process.  Some examples of this learning process are:

· Dog Gone Job! - http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM195
· Free Ride - http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM198
· Online Music - http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM187 

· A Fair Wage? - http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM203
· Note the Case Studies – current lessons on current economic figures

· A Case Study: Productivity - http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM221 

Specific Links to Highlight

· The EconomicsMinute “I’ll Trade You a Bag of Chips, Two Cookies, and $60,000 for Your Tuna Fish Sandwich” teaches the concepts of supply and demand.  http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=EM46 
· An example of a MillionaireMinute, a one-period lesson that focuses on personal finance, is “Buying vs. Renting.”
http://www.econedlink.org/lessons/index.cfm?lesson=MM162 
· The popular Stock Market Game has been deemed educationally appropriate by EconEdLink’s Review Board.
http://www.smgww.org/ 




Mission

EDSITEment strives to bring the best currently available humanities scholarship available on the web to K-12 classroom teachers and their students. 

· Goal:  To provide for teachers and their students rigorously screened and reviewed scholarly websites to expand and enrich humanities learning.  To offer meaningful, inquiry-based lessons that encourage students to research, analyze, discuss, interpret, and write about a wide range of primary source materials, including

· Historical documents

· Literary texts

· Images

· Maps

· Audio files
Site Essentials 
· EDSITEment covers a wide range of humanities topics within four main discipline areas:

· Literature and language arts

· Foreign languages

· Art and culture

· History and social studies

· All the headings on the homepage are "clickable"

· Subject Area Navigation Bar

· Subject Catalogue 
Click here for an overview of the range of content on EDSITEment, and browse the list of subcategories under each discipline. From here you can go directly to lesson plans within a subcategory.

· All Lesson Plans
You can also browse the list of all lesson plans alphabetically, by subject area or by grade band from the All Lesson Plans button 
· All Websites
Here you can browse all websites alphabetically or by discipline and view an annotation for each website. 

· Discipline bars
From here you can go directly to each subject area.  The subject pages default to the lesson plans, which you can sort by subcategory and grade band, or you can select Web sites and sort the same way as for lesson plans.  
· Secondary Navigation Bar (Above the Subject Area Navigation bar on every page)
· Search Button
The MarcoPolo Search page, which is consistent across Partners.

· Site Map
Table of Contents for the EDSITEment site.

· Contact Us
Send feedback directly to EDSITEment through the "Talk to Us" form or to MarcoPolo through the "MarcoPolo Educator's Site Survey."

· Calendar 

· Dynamic feature that changes monthly to highlight historical topics and events.  You can view upcoming and previous months here.

Right Side


· This Month's Feature

· Note: Click the heading to get to the main essay and links to related lesson plans and websites.  The “This Month's Feature” section on the home page just contains a synopsis.

Left Side


· Calendar

· Dynamic feature that changes monthly to highlight historical topics and events.  You can view upcoming and previous months here.

· Reference Shelf

· Here you can find useful information on evaluating and citing references for web sites, and guidelines for analyzing online primary documents.

· Professional Opportunities 

· You can check out humanities-based NEH summer seminars and institutes that provide teacher stipends, NEH grant opportunities for schools, and MarcoPolo training workshops.

· NEH Spotlight

· NEH-supported programs and projects of special interest to educators. 

· About EDSITEment

· Information about the Partners: the National Endowment for the Humanities, National Trust for the Humanities, and the MarcoPolo Education  Foundation.

Lesson Plans

· Most EDSITEment lesson plans are cross-disciplinary teaching units, which provide teachers and their students with a rich core of historical, cultural, and critical resources selected from EDSITEment 
reviewed Web sites for specific curriculum topics.  

· EDSITEment lesson plans are deep as well as broad in content to enrich students' understanding of humanities subjects.

· Lesson plans include an organizing Guiding Question, background information for the teacher, supporting resources, learning objectives and are aligned to national standards for the disciplines covered: arts education, civics and government, English language arts, foreign language, and geography. 

Specific Links to Highlight

· Model Lesson Plans 

· The grades 9-12 lesson “Scripting the Past” explores women’s history through film.
http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=254 

· “Traces: Historic Archaeology” features hands-on student resources.
http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=312 





Mission

The mission of Illuminations is to improve the teaching and learning of mathematics for all students by providing the best online resources for mathematics education.

Goals

· Illuminate the new vision for school mathematics presented in the NCTM Principles and Standards for School Mathematics
· Provide professional development and teaching resources for teachers

· Provide rich classroom materials for students

Site Essentials to Illustrate

· What is this new vision for school mathematics?
· On the homepage, click on the New Vision link. Read the page that appears.
· On the homepage, point out the words Investigation and Reflection in the main gold buttons. Investigating mathematics and reflecting on learning and teaching are key components of this new vision.
· Overview of the site in terms of key components of the new vision
· Students should be actively engaged in rich mathematical tasks.
· See the i-Math Investigations (main gold button on homepage).
For an example, briefly explore Part 2 of the Paper Pool i-Math:
http://illuminations.nctm.org/imath/6-8/pooltable/pool2.html



· In groups or alone, students should communicate, reason, reflect, make connections, and solve problems, under the skilled guidance of their teacher.
· See the Lesson Plans (main gold button on the homepage).
For an example, scroll through a one-day lesson plan (i-ME) and a multi-day lesson plan (i-Plan) pointing out the Guiding Questions and Reflection Questions:
http://illuminations.nctm.org/lessonplans/prek-2/patterns1/index.html
http://illuminations.nctm.org/lessonplans/prek-2/button/index.html 


· Teachers should have adequate resources for teaching a wide variety of mathematical topics, including technology resources.

· See the Selected Web Resources (main gold button on homepage).
For example, click on the SWR gold button to go to the main SWR grid, click on Geometry/9-12, examine the list of resources that appears, click on Fractals, read the review that appears, and then click on Fractals to go to the external selected web resource.
http://illuminations.nctm.org/swr/index.html 

Teachers are continually growing as professionals and as reflective practitioners.

· See Reflections on Teaching (main gold button on homepage).
For an example, go to Part 1 of the Reflection activity on Gathering Evidence about students’ understanding of volume in grades 3-5. Briefly view the video clip on that page:
http://illuminations.nctm.org/reflections/3-5/GatheringEvidence/videoExample1A.html 
Specific Links to Highlight (in addition to those above)

· Guided Tour – The online Guided Tour is a good way for individuals to review the site after the training. The tour is found in the upper right corner of the homepage.
http://illuminations.nctm.org/pages/tour.html 

· Interactive Math Tools – These are Java-based math applets that can be used to explore mathematics and create interactive lessons. The math applets are accessible from the upper right corner of the homepage or on the upper navigation bar on all inner pages.
http://illuminations.nctm.org/mathlets/index.html 

· Math in the News – This section shows news stories about math and math education. One part of the section shows dynamically retrieved daily news stories. The other part of the section shows news stories selected by the Illuminations team. Math in the News is found in the upper right corner of the homepage.
http://illuminations.nctm.org/pages/mathnews.html 

· Conference Schedule – Find out about conferences at which Illuminations will be presented. This feature is found in the lower blue box on the homepage.
http://illuminations.nctm.org/pages/conferences.html 

· i-Math Investigations – These online, interactive, multimedia math investigations have several layers: (a) interactive math applet tool, (b) multi-part student investigation built around the applet, (c) teacher notes and solutions, (d) video clips of the i-Math being used in classrooms, and (e) other features such as sample student work, assessments, or teacher reflection activities. For example: 

· See the sample student work for the grades 6-8 “Paper Pool” i-Math by clicking on Thoughts for Teachers
http://illuminations.nctm.org/imath/6-8/pooltable/pool4.html 

· See the grades 3-5 “Shape Spinner” applet
http://illuminations.nctm.org/imath/3-5/GeometricSolids/GeoSolids1.html
· See the grades 9-12 applets and classroom videos for “Shedding Light on the Subject”
http://illuminations.nctm.org/imath/912/Light/light2.html 

· See the grades 9-12 correlation and linear regression graphing applet “Investigating Linear Relationships”:
http://illuminations.nctm.org/imath/912/LinearRelationships/part3.html 

· Mathematics is at the heart of the activities and lessons. (The applets, videos, and links are the means not the ends. So, for example, use the applets as tools to teach and learn important mathematics, but don’t get distracted by them.)

· As you review various features of this site, actively engage in doing some mathematical tasks, and then reflect on your own teaching and your students’ learning.





Mission

ReadWriteThink is produced by the International Reading Association and The National Council of Teachers of English. Our goal is to provide K–8 educators and students access to the highest quality practices and resources in reading and language arts instruction. 
Site Essentials to Illustrate

Navigation from the homepage

The following features are accessible from the homepage:

· Lessons

· Standards

· Web Resources

· Contact Us

· Highlights, including Calendar, Student Materials, and New Lessons 

· Literacy Engagements, with a focus on Learning Language, Learning About Language, and Learning Through Language

Lessons

· All ReadWriteThink lessons are written and reviewed by educators.

· Lessons can be accessed and viewed using the Lesson navigation button or the Literacy Engagements table, both located on the homepage.   

· The Lesson Plan Index allows users to sort lessons in multiple ways: by title, grade, or date by clicking on the appropriate header.

· The Lesson Plan Selector offers another way for users to access lessons. This navigation bar allows users to select lessons specific to grade band, literacy practice, and/or literacy engagement. The Lesson Plan Selector appears at the top of the Lesson Plan Index and above each individual lesson.
· Each lesson illustrates the connection between theory and classroom practice; provides student objectives, a detailed instructional plan and appropriate student assessments; incorporates student interactives and Web resources; encourages users to provide feedback about the lesson; and allows users to e-mail the lesson to a friend.

IRA/NCTE Standards

Each lesson is aligned with the IRA/NCTE Standards for the English Language Arts.  These standards are the result of thousands of educators, researchers, parents, and policymakers coming together on behalf of the International Reading Association and The National Council of Teachers of English.

Web Resources

· Web resources are thoroughly reviewed and rated by educators, and the Selection Criteria is posted on the site.

· Users can sort Web resources by grade band or resource type: instructional, professional development, reference or student resource.

· Each Web resource includes an annotation, its rating and a direct link to the resource.
Highlights

· The Calendar features new lessons, Web resources, and important events tied to literature and literacy.


· Users can access the newest ReadWriteThink student interactives and Web resources from Student Materials.


· New Lessons highlights the newest lessons posted to ReadWriteThink.
Specific Links to Highlight

· The K–2 lesson, “Name Talk: Exploring Letter–Sound Knowledge in the Primary Classroom,” invites students to share their previous knowledge about letters and sounds, and gives teachers an opportunity to assess that knowledge in a meaningful context. Web resources offer an opportunity to explore origins of surnames and why some first and last names are more common than others. In addition, the teacher’s old stand-by – the Stapleless Book – comes alive in this lesson in the form of a student interactive. (NCTE) http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=3
· The K–2 lesson, “Shaquille O’Neal: Using a Basketball Star to Motivate Readers” features our interactive Venn diagram to compare and contrast the traditional story of Jack and the Beanstalk to the version written by Shaquille O’Neal, Shaq and the Beanstalk.  (IRA) http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=8
· The 3–5 lesson, “Biographies: Creating Timelines of a Life” invites students to explore multiple biographical sources and resolve conflicting information in order to create an interactive timeline about the life of a person.  (NCTE) http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=26
· The 6–8 lesson, “Honoring Our Veterans Through Poetry Prewriting” features a variety of Internet resources to help students prepare for a poetry writing activity. This lesson also links from the ReadWriteThink Calendar and offers many ways to engage students in the history and celebration of Veterans Day.  (IRA) http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=9




Mission

Providing a wealth of resources for K-12 science educators, Science NetLinks is a teacher’s guide to meaningful standards-based Internet experiences for students. 

Site Essentials to Illustrate

Benchmarks

· All site content is organized around the Benchmarks for Science Literacy.  The Benchmarks are K-12 science literacy learning goals developed by AAAS' Project 2061 (pronounced 20-61) in consultation with 

· Scientists

· Mathematicians

· Engineers

· Teams of schoolteachers and administrators from sites across the country.

· The National Research Council drew heavily on Benchmarks for Science Literacy when writing the National Science Education standards, and has stated that the two documents share about 90% of the same content recommendations.

· A survey of 43 state curriculum documents revealed that many of them cite Project 2061 and its publications as key sources. 

Lessons 

· Each lesson is tied to at least one specific learning goal and uses research-based instructional strategies to support student learning.  

· Most lessons include student-ready materials.  These may be either 

· Student sheets (student reproducibles) or 
· E-Sheets (online worksheets that enable students to engage directly in Internet activities). 
Training Note:  Trainers should preview one of each from the Student Materials section of a lesson. An example of a student sheet can be found in “Animal Adaptations” (http://www.sciencenetlinks.com/lessons.cfm?Grade=3-5&BenchmarkID=2&DocID=232), and an example of an E-Sheet can be found in “Nutrition 3: Got Broccoli?” (http://www.sciencenetlinks.com/lessons.cfm?BenchmarkID=6&DocID=58)


· Trainers should point out the Send us feedback button on each lesson page.

Resources

· All Science NetLinks Resources have been reviewed by scientists and science educators.

· Resources are cataloged according to the benchmarks and grade levels they support.

Check out the resources index and preview a site review like “Energy Quest.” http://www.sciencenetlinks.com/resources_individual.cfm?DocID=82. 

Weekly Science Updates

· Weekly Science Updates are short activities related to audio features highlighting the latest in science research.

Preview a Weekly Science Update from the Weekly Science Update matrix. http://www.sciencenetlinks.com/sci_update_index.cfm
Home Page

· Check the Highlights box on the bottom of the home page to access the SNL newsletter featuring descriptions of new or timely lessons, Weekly Science Updates and web site reviews.

About SNL

· Visit the About SNL page to find information about plug-ins.

· Follow the link from the About SNL page to the Get Involved link to subscribe to the Science NetLinks Newsletter for monthly content updates.

Specific Links to Highlight

· The grades 3-5 lesson “Nutrition 3: Got Broccoli?” shows the common components of all Science NetLinks lessons and includes an “e-sheet” student activity drawn from this lesson.  http://www.sciencenetlinks.com/lessons.cfm?BenchmarkID=6&DocID=58 
· All reviewed online resources include a comprehensive review, such as this review of “Energy Quest.”  http://www.sciencenetlinks.com/resources_individual.cfm?DocID=82 




Mission

Xpeditions is National Geographic's standards-based web site for teachers. The site is one of many offerings from National Geographic that is appropriate for classroom use, but this site was built with the specific needs of teachers who use, or are learning how to use, the Internet and the National Geography Standards.  The site takes National Geographic's 113 year old mission—to disseminate knowledge about the world, AND EVERYTHING IN IT—and brings it into the 21st century. National Geographic's resources, such as our extensive image library, the Council on Research and Exploration, the Geography Alliance, and the teacher-in-residence program have enriched the content on Xpeditions so that teachers of every subject can find SOMETHING that they can use with their students, tomorrow morning.

Site Essentials to Illustrate

· Xpeditions Atlas – Free, downloadable maps for educators, available as gifs (for PowerPoint presentations, projectors or web pages) or PDFs (for ease of printing in a standard format).  All maps updated by National Geographic cartographers in 2001.

· Xpedition Hall – An interactive virtual museum, with an exhibit for each of the 18 geography standards, complete with related lessons, and a teacher’s guide.

· Standards-based lesson plans, with a simple navigation "box" on each lesson that suggests related student activities, a description of the standard, and a link to Xpedition Hall.

· Email to a friend feature, to share lessons with other teachers on your team.

· Photo galleries on most student activities.

Specific Links to Highlight

· The Xpedition Hall exhibit “Mental Mapper” meets Standard 2:  The World in Spatial Terms.  http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/hall/view.html?node=21
· Xpeditions includes Blue Ribbon Links, which include an audio review from the Blue Ribbon home page. http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/links.html 
· Each lesson includes related activities and resources.  See the left-hand box next to “Genealogical Atlases.”
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/17/g35/genealogical.html 
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