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Context for change

Economics
Demographics
Affordability



Source:http://www.cerc.com/detpages/aboutus79.html
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2002-2018

Source:  Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education
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Projected Change in High School Graduates by State

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Visual 12: Projected change in High School Graduates

As this visual illustrates, some parts of our country face declining numbers of high school graduates, while other are bracing for explosive growth.
Those in BLUE are projecting losses of between 1% and 35%.  Those in GREEN project gains of between 1% and 25%.  Those in ORANGE (including NC) are expecting explosive growth of 26% to more than 100%.
Where growth is occurring, it is not coming from the traditional college-going populations.  Nationally, we will see a decline in the number of white high school students, with the largest percentage growth coming from Hispanic students.
Historically, however, Native Americans, Hispanics, and African Americans have had the lowest college-going rates.  If the U.S. is to produce the college-educated workforce we must have to compete in the global marketplace, we must find new ways to increase educational attainment among all students.
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What happens to 9th graders?

Information obtained from the NC Statistical Profile, 2003



North Carolina’s Response

To Develop A Comprehensive 
and Coordinated Effort that 

Assists Students in 
Planning for, Applying to, and 

Paying for College



The 1999 General Assembly 
funded the Pathways Partnership 
to increase the college going rate.  
Members include:

NC Department of Public Instruction
NC Community College System
NC Independent Colleges and Universities
The University of North Carolina

Pathways of North Carolina



CFNC is the name of a service 
provided by three NC entities

State-funded K-16 
Pathways 
Partnership (DPI, 
NCCCS, UNC, 
NCICU) 
administered by 
the UNC General 
Administration

NC’s loan 
originator -
501(c)3

State 
Guarantor -
scholarships, 
529 program



www.CFNC.org



Elements of College Access

ACCESS

Affordability

Application        
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Aspiration, Awareness, 
Academic Readiness, 
and Application Submission

Appalachian State University



Direct Services for Students

College Counseling & College Visits
Financial Aid Information and Counseling; FAFSA Days; 
College Bowl Sunday (January and February)
College Application Week (November)
Career Awareness through Bridges (cfnc.org portal)
Motivational Activities/Cultural Events
Parent Involvement Opportunities
After school programs, tutoring, and mentoring
Transition Programs (6th to 7th, 8th to 9th )
Summer Enrichment
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Presentation Notes
 Point out cohort I and II as well as the partnership grants



Swain County High School
Swain County Schools
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Robbinsville High School
Graham County Schools
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Hiwassee Dam High School
Cherokee County Schools
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“Everyone knows if you go to Hiwassee 
Dam, you are going to go to college.”



For More Information

Contact:
Joni Webb Petschauer
Director
Western NC Network for Access and Success
petschaerjw@appstate.edu
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