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City of DecaturCity of DecaturCity of DecaturCity of Decatur

 Established 1823Established 1823 Established 1823Established 1823
 4.2 square miles4.2 square miles
 Pop 20 000Pop 20 000 Pop. 20,000Pop. 20,000
 Historic DowntownHistoric Downtown
 General Fund $18General Fund $18 General Fund $18 General Fund $18 

millionmillion



Agnes Scott CollegeAgnes Scott CollegeAgnes Scott CollegeAgnes Scott College

 Established 1889:  four year, liberal arts, Established 1889:  four year, liberal arts, stab s ed 889 ou yea , be a a ts,stab s ed 889 ou yea , be a a ts,
women’s collegewomen’s college

 900 students (90% in residence)900 students (90% in residence)
 250 staff & faculty250 staff & faculty
 100 acres100 acres
 29 buildings29 buildings
 2,000 trees2,000 trees



City of Decatur:  City of Decatur:  
l i ll i lEarly environmental successEarly environmental success

 Complete StreetsComplete Streets
 PayPay--AsAs--You ThrowYou Throw PayPay AsAs You ThrowYou Throw
 RecyclingRecycling
 GreenspaceGreenspace Greenspace Greenspace 

PreservationPreservation
 Community GardensCommunity Gardens Community GardensCommunity Gardens



City of Decatur:City of Decatur:
ki li i hki li i hTaking a Holistic ApproachTaking a Holistic Approach

 Creation of Environmental SustainabilityCreation of Environmental Sustainability Creation of Environmental Sustainability Creation of Environmental Sustainability 
BoardBoard

 Stimulus Funding inspired newStimulus Funding inspired new Stimulus Funding inspired new Stimulus Funding inspired new 
partnershipspartnerships
M i t S t Thi kiM i t S t Thi ki Move into Systems ThinkingMove into Systems Thinking

 Four quadrants of Sustainability: Financial, Four quadrants of Sustainability: Financial, 
Community, InstitutionalCommunity, Institutional



Sustainability at ASC: PurposesSustainability at ASC: PurposesSustainability at ASC:  PurposesSustainability at ASC:  Purposes

 Provide a vehicle for community change, bothProvide a vehicle for community change, both Provide a vehicle for community change, both Provide a vehicle for community change, both 
on and off campuson and off campus

 Help raise student awareness and knowledge ofHelp raise student awareness and knowledge ofHelp raise student awareness and knowledge of Help raise student awareness and knowledge of 
the complexity of sustainable solutions through the complexity of sustainable solutions through 
a variety of classes & disciplinesa variety of classes & disciplines



Sustainability: PurposesSustainability: PurposesSustainability:  PurposesSustainability:  Purposes
 Increase student leadership in all aspects of Increase student leadership in all aspects of 

sustainabilitysustainability
 Help with long term budget savingsHelp with long term budget savings

h blh bl Live honorably Live honorably –– Equity, Economy, EnvironmentEquity, Economy, Environment



Sustainability: ProgressSustainability: ProgressSustainability:  ProgressSustainability:  Progress

 Greenhouse gas emissions inventoriesGreenhouse gas emissions inventories Greenhouse gas emissions inventories Greenhouse gas emissions inventories 

 Climate Action Plan:Climate Action Plan: Climate Action Plan:Climate Action Plan:
20372037

 Waste Diversion: 64% now with plans Waste Diversion: 64% now with plans 
for  80% by 2011 & 90% by 2012for  80% by 2011 & 90% by 2012



Sustainability: ProgressSustainability: ProgressSustainability:  ProgressSustainability:  Progress

 Institutional structure:  Institutional structure:  st tut o a st uctu est tut o a st uctu e
staff & volunteersstaff & volunteers

 City of Decatur partnershipCity of Decatur partnership

 Environmental & Environmental & 
Sustainability Studies Sustainability Studies 
minorminorminorminor

 Azalea Project: facultyAzalea Project: faculty Azalea Project:  faculty Azalea Project:  faculty 
trainingtraining



Sustainability: ProgressSustainability: ProgressSustainability:  ProgressSustainability:  Progress

 LEED Silver Alumnae House renovationLEED Silver Alumnae House renovation

 GrantsGrants

 Water AuditWater Audit



CrossCross--curricular projects:  curricular projects:  
20082008 20 020 02008 2008 --20102010

 First Year SeminarsFirst Year Seminars First Year SeminarsFirst Year Seminars
–– Water auditWater audit
–– Energy innovationEnergy innovationEnergy innovationEnergy innovation
–– Arboretum guide Arboretum guide 

 CoursesCourses CoursesCourses
–– ESS 101 ESS 101 –– energy auditenergy audit
–– ESS 201 ESS 201 –– AASHE AASHE 

presentationpresentationpresentationpresentation
-- Anthropology 250A/Anthropology 250A/

Art 250A Art 250A –– CampbellCampbell
HallHallHallHall



Projects from 2008Projects from 2008 --20102010Projects from 2008 Projects from 2008 20102010

 Internships for creditInternships for creditte s ps o c ed tte s ps o c ed t
-- Intern seminarIntern seminar

 4 sections of plan4 sections of plan
–– Intern (with stipend)Intern (with stipend)

 Greenhouse gas Greenhouse gas 
emissions inventoryemissions inventory

–– Intern (ESS major)Intern (ESS major)
 Climate Action PlanClimate Action Plan

–– Interns (offInterns (off--campus)campus)Interns (offInterns (off campus)campus)
 Georgia Recycling Georgia Recycling 

Coalition (GRC)Coalition (GRC)
 P2ADP2ADP2ADP2AD



DecaturDecatur--ASC projectsASC projectsDecaturDecatur ASC projectsASC projects

 Stimulus projectsStimulus projects Stimulus projectsStimulus projects
 Drought tolerant landscaping policyDrought tolerant landscaping policy

B h i h iB h i h i Behavior change campaignsBehavior change campaigns
 Research on compostingResearch on composting
 Cradle to Cradle presentationCradle to Cradle presentation
 Assist with ESB staff workAssist with ESB staff work Assist with ESB staff workAssist with ESB staff work
 Decatur Agricultural InitiativeDecatur Agricultural Initiative



Future plansFuture plansFuture plansFuture plans

 Expand ESS curriculumExpand ESS curriculum Expand ESS curriculumExpand ESS curriculum

 Increase internship optionsIncrease internship options Increase internship optionsIncrease internship options

I l t Cli t A ti PlI l t Cli t A ti Pl Implement Climate Action Plan Implement Climate Action Plan ––
retrofitting for energy & water efficiencyretrofitting for energy & water efficiency

 Achieve “Zero Waste” statusAchieve “Zero Waste” status




