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UTK – Fast Facts

• Founded in 1794

• 27,000 students

• 5,700 staff & 1,600 faculty

• 560 acres, 15 M GSF
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Greening of ‘Big Orange’
(Early ‘90s to Present)

Student 

Orgs

Environmental

Policy

Make

Orange

Green

Program

Green

Purchasing

Policies

Student
Orgs

Environmental
Policies

Make
Orange
Green

Sustainability
Minor

Recycling

Program

Student

Green

Sustainable

Building

ACUPCC,

Plan
Recycling Student 

Green 
LEED

Buildings
Climate
Action

Fee Policy
Fee

g
(coming 
soon!)

Plan

Making Big Orange Green Oct 27, 2010



Recycling Program

• Established in 1991

• Serves 100+ buildings

• Generates $100,000 annually

• Part of UTK career ladder
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VENTURE LLC

• Launched fall 2009

• Over 60 participants

• Service projects:
– Waste audits
– Event coordination
A   i– Awareness campaigns
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UT Harvest Market

On‐campus “farmers’ market”

100% student managed

Certified organic produce

Self‐sustaining operation

Making Big Orange Green Oct 27, 2010



Energy Conservation

• “Switch Your Thinking” campaign

• Targeted towards:
University employees– University employees

– On‐campus students

• Promotes “energy saver” mindset

• $1 M+ saved since fall 2008
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Lessons Learned

 Seek creative funding opportunities

 Partner with  community orgs

 Promote, promote, promote!

 Empower students to make a difference
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More InformationMore Information

Pl t t

Gordie Bennett 

Please contact:

Sustainability Manager
UTK Office of SustainabilityUTK Office of Sustainability
Phone: 865‐974‐7780
Email: environment@utk eduEmail: environment@utk.edu
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