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Today’s Presentation 
 

 
Department Overview and General 
Funding Opportunities—Jacquelyn 
 
Vocational and Adult Education 
Overview—Elizabeth 



 
“If we want to win the future—if we want 
innovation to produce jobs  in America 
and not overseas—then we also have to win 
the race to educate our kids.” 
 
    

President Barack Obama 
January 25, 2011 



• Recognize and reward student academic growth and 
school progress 

• Ensure that students complete high school prepared for 
college and a career based on rigorous state-developed 
standards 

• Place a great teacher in every classroom and a great 
principal in every school 

• Focus intensive support and intervention on the lowest 
performing schools that serve the neediest students and 
communities 

Key Priorities of US Department of Education 
 Vision: Reauthorization of  Elementary/Secondary Education Act 



Implementing the Key Budget Priorities  
for the  

US Department of Education 
     
 
•The proposed 2012 budget consolidates 38  
  existing authorities into 11 new programs that  
  would give communities more choice 
 

•Competitive grants would support successful 
  programs 
 

•Rural communities would have a fairer chance to  
  compete successfully 
 
 



Types of Assistance 
 
Formula Grants 
Applicant submits proposal to its home state 
government 
 
Discretionary/Competitive Grants 
Applicant submits grant proposal to 
administering federal agency  



www.grants.gov  
Help Desk 1-800-518-Grants 

 
e-GRANTS 

http://www2.ed.gov/fund/grants-
apply.html  

Help Desk 1-888-336-8936 
 

http://www2.ed.gov/fund/grant/find/edlite
-forecast.html 

Grants Forecast for FY 2011 
  

 

Grant Application Sites 

http://www.grants.gov/
http://www2.ed.gov/fund/grants-apply.html
http://www2.ed.gov/fund/grants-apply.html
http://www2.ed.gov/fund/grants-apply.html
http://www2.ed.gov/fund/grant/find/edlite-forecast.html
http://www2.ed.gov/fund/grant/find/edlite-forecast.html
http://www2.ed.gov/fund/grant/find/edlite-forecast.html


     www.ed.gov 





Forecast of Funding Opportunities 





• Promise Neighborhoods 
• Race to the Top 
• 21st Century Community Learning  
  Centers  
• Successful, Safe, and Healthy Students 
• Investing in Innovation Funds (I3) 
 
 

Specific Competitive Programs 



Some Current Grant Opportunities 

• Promise Neighborhoods 
  $30 million to be awarded in Dec. 
 
• Native American-Serving Nontribal 
  Institutions Program 
  Deadline, May 31, 2011 
 



ED establishes priorities that apply to an individual competition. For example, 
an application notice will say that applications that focus on a particular area 
will have a preference over other applications. For FY 2011 and following 
years, the Department has published a general list of supplemental priorities that 
it may choose to apply to discretionary grant competitions. The application 
notices for each individual competition will still specify which priorities, if any, 
are in place for that competition. 
 
“Rural local educational agency” means a local educational agency (LEA) that 
is eligible under the Small Rural School Achievement (SRSA) program or the 
Rural and Low-Income School (RLIS) program authorized under Title VI, 
Part B of the ESEA. Eligible applicants may determine whether a particular 
LEA is eligible for these programs by referring to information on the 
Department's Web site at http://www2.ed.gov/nclb/freedom/local/reap.html 

Supplemental Funding Priorities 

http://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2010/12/15/2010-31189/supplemental-priorities-for-discretionary-grant-programs
http://www2.ed.gov/nclb/freedom/local/reap.html


 
OVAE VISION 

All youth and adults have multiple 
opportunities to obtain lifelong education and 
training in order to achieve rewarding careers 

and family lives, participate in their 
communities, and attain their personal goals.  

Office of Vocational and Adult Education 
 



OVAE Programs and  
Authorizing Legislation 

 

Adult Education 
 Adult Education and Family Literacy Act (Title II of the 

Workforce Investment Act) 
Career and Technical Education 
 Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act of 2006 

Community Colleges 
 Higher Education Opportunity Act – 2008 and other 

 



 

 

 
 What is Adult Education? 

 

 

Adult Education means services or instruction below the 
postsecondary level for individuals- 

 
 who are not enrolled or required to be enrolled in secondary school 

under State law; and 
 who have attained 16 years of age 

 lack sufficient mastery of basic educational skills to enable the individuals 
to function effectively in society 

 do not have a secondary school diploma or its equivalent level of 
education; or 

 are unable to speak, read or write the English language 



Providing Funding to States 
 

 Funds are given by formula to states 
 States must match 25% 
 States must competitively award at least 82.5% to eligible 

providers 
 Nonfederal share is 3X federal share 



Who is an Eligible Provider? 
 

 a local educational agency 
 a community-based organization of demonstrated effectiveness 
 a volunteer literacy organization of demonstrated effectiveness 
 an institution of higher education 
 a public or private nonprofit agency 
 a library 
 a public housing authority 
 a nonprofit institution not described above that has the ability 

to provide literacy services to adults and families 
 a consortium of the any of the above 



Literacy Information and Communication System 

(LINCS) www.lincs.ed.gov 

 

http://www.lincs.ed.gov/


Supporting Pathways to College and Career 
 

 Designing Instruction for Career Pathways 
 Policy to Performance: Transitioning Adults to 

Opportunity (P2P) 
 Virtual Community College Symposium 

 Montgomery College, Rockville, MD 
 April 27th from 2pm-4:30pm EST 
 



Policy to Performance:  

Transitioning Adults to Opportunity (P2P) 

 



What are the key components of  
current law? 

Programs of Study 
Required elements 
 Secondary and postsecondary education 

elements 
 Academic and technical standards 
 Dual or concurrent enrollment 
 Credential, certificate, or degree 
Other requirements 
 Local eligible applicants must establish 

at least one (1) program of study. 
 States must offer at least two. 
 

Accountability 
Secondary Level 
 Academic attainment in reading/language 

arts and math 
 Technical skill attainment 
 Diploma, credential, certificate, degree 
 Placement in postsecondary, 

employment, or the military 
 Nontraditional participation/completion 
Postsecondary Level 
 Technical skill attainment 
 Diploma, credential, certificate, degree 
 Placement in postsecondary, 

employment, or the military 
 Nontraditional participation/completion 

 



Where is CTE heading? 

THEN 
Traditional Vocational 

Education  
 For specific students  
 Limited program areas offered  
 Separate “track” with a focus on 

technical education and often 
lacking academic rigor 

 High school focused  
 Students trained with focus on 

specific occupational skill set  
 No clear pathway to 

postsecondary education (dead-
end programs) 

 

NOW 
Emerging Practices 
 For all students  
 16 Career Clusters and 79 

pathways offered  
 Integrated with academics in a 

rigorous and relevant curriculum  
 High school and post-secondary 

partnerships providing pathways 
to employment and/or associate, 
bachelor’s and advanced degrees  

 Progression of foundational, 
pathway, occupational and 21st 
century skills  
 



For more information on CTE visit CTE.ED.GOV 



How Do Federal Funds Flow? 

Congress 

U. S. Department of Education 

Eligible Agency (State Board for Career 
And Technical Education) 

State Administrative Agency 

Secondary Eligible Recipients (LEAs)  Postsecondary Eligible Recipients 

  Via Formula 

  Via Formula   Via Formula 

Per Federal 

Appropriation 





 
  Final Note 

OVAE 
gregory.henschel@ed.gov 

202-245-7661 
 

 
 

Thank You! 
Jacquelyn Pitta 

Region II Communications Director 
Elizabeth Williamson 

Northeast Communications Director 

mailto:gregory.henschel@ed.gov

