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CHAPTER 6: LABOR FORCE, EMPLOYMENT, AND UNEMPLOYMENT  

Table 6.1: Labor Force, Employment, and Unemployment Status of Persons Ages 25 to 64 in the Appalachian 
Region, 2009-2013 

Labor Force, Employment, and 
 Unemployment  

 Total Number of 
Civilian Persons 

Ages 25-64  

Total Persons Ages 25-64 in Civilian 
Labor Force 

Employment 
Rate (Pct. of Civ. 

Labor Force) 

Unemployment 
Rate (Pct. of Civ. 

Labor Force) 
 Number  Percent 

United States 164,062,598 127,671,680 77.8 91.9 8.1 
Appalachian Region 13,278,773 9,727,677 73.3 91.9 8.1 

Subregions           
Northern Appalachia 4,365,217 3,312,951 75.9 92.9 7.1 
North Central Appalachia 1,283,839 895,712 69.8 92.3 7.7 
Central Appalachia 1,025,025 614,561 60.0 90.9 9.1 
South Central Appalachia 2,466,121 1,816,193 73.6 91.6 8.4 
Southern Appalachia 4,138,571 3,088,260 74.6 91.1 8.9 

County Types           
Large Metros (pop. 1 million +) 3,170,990 2,472,001 78.0 92.2 7.8 
Small Metros (pop. <1 million) 5,568,329 4,137,693 74.3 92.1 7.9 
Nonmetro, Adjacent to Large Metros 1,141,926 815,671 71.4 91.1 8.9 
Nonmetro, Adjacent to Small Metros 2,077,704 1,444,629 69.5 91.5 8.5 
Rural (nonmetro, not adj. to a metro) 1,319,824 857,683 65.0 91.3 8.7 

Alabama 2,500,707 1,808,095 72.3 91.3 8.7 
Appalachian Alabama 1,622,635 1,177,663 72.6 91.5 8.5 
Non-Appalachian Alabama 878,072 630,432 71.8 90.8 9.2 

Georgia 5,200,158 3,960,680 76.2 90.6 9.4 
Appalachian Georgia 1,585,169 1,227,245 77.4 91.0 9.0 
Non-Appalachian Georgia 3,614,989 2,733,435 75.6 90.4 9.6 

Kentucky 2,312,726 1,658,436 71.7 91.8 8.2 
Appalachian Kentucky 629,781 380,372 60.4 90.6 9.4 
Non-Appalachian Kentucky 1,682,945 1,278,064 75.9 92.2 7.8 

Maryland 3,163,996 2,609,505 82.5 93.4 6.6 
Appalachian Maryland 134,050 98,006 73.1 92.4 7.6 
Non-Appalachian Maryland 3,029,946 2,511,499 82.9 93.4 6.6 

Mississippi 1,518,073 1,088,419 71.7 91.4 8.6 
Appalachian Mississippi 314,935 222,233 70.6 90.6 9.4 
Non-Appalachian Mississippi 1,203,138 866,186 72.0 91.5 8.5 

New York 10,501,357 8,233,899 78.4 92.3 7.7 
Appalachian New York 534,175 408,242 76.4 93.1 6.9 
Non-Appalachian New York 9,967,182 7,825,657 78.5 92.2 7.8 

North Carolina 5,061,397 3,892,934 76.9 90.7 9.3 
Appalachian North Carolina 886,853 658,738 74.3 90.9 9.1 
Non-Appalachian North Carolina 4,174,544 3,234,196 77.5 90.7 9.3 

Ohio 6,071,992 4,718,733 77.7 91.7 8.3 
Appalachian Ohio 1,063,037 765,578 72.0 91.1 8.9 
Non-Appalachian Ohio 5,008,955 3,953,155 78.9 91.8 8.2 

Pennsylvania 6,701,782 5,250,784 78.3 92.6 7.4 
Appalachian Pennsylvania 3,035,434 2,320,557 76.4 93.1 6.9 
Non-Appalachian Pennsylvania 3,666,348 2,930,227 79.9 92.2 7.8 

South Carolina 2,434,378 1,825,473 75.0 90.4 9.6 
Appalachian South Carolina 615,832 461,119 74.9 90.9 9.1 
Non-Appalachian South Carolina 1,818,546 1,364,354 75.0 90.3 9.7 

Tennessee 3,391,663 2,532,578 74.7 91.5 8.5 
Appalachian Tennessee 1,471,605 1,062,023 72.2 91.5 8.5 
Non-Appalachian Tennessee 1,920,058 1,470,555 76.6 91.5 8.5 

Virginia 4,328,883 3,438,487 79.4 94.3 5.7 
Appalachian Virginia 394,623 271,811 68.9 93.1 6.9 
Non-Appalachian Virginia 3,934,260 3,166,676 80.5 94.4 5.6 

West Virginia (entire state) 990,644 674,090 68.0 93.1 6.9 

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009-2013 American Community Survey. 
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