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Natural Resources Conservation Service

 Provides direct technical (on-site) and financial
assistance to private landowners for the
application of conservation practices that
Improve or maintain farm, ranch, timber, and
wildlife lands and natural resources
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Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008

Conservation Programs

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)

» EQIP offers financial and technical assistance to
agriculture and forestry producers to promote
agricultural production, forest management, and
environmental quality as compatible goals

» Enhanced opportunity to obtain a forest management
plan on private and tribal land
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Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008

Conservation Programs

Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP)

» Assists landowners to develop and improve
wildlife habitat on private or Tribal land
» Technical assistance provided by a biologist and
forester

» Cost-share assistance available to private landowners to
Improve wildlife habitat
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Emergency Watershed Protection Program

» administered by the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service.

» Authorized by Congress to respond to emergencies
created by natural disasters.

» Provides technical and financial assistance to protect
life and property threatened by flooding and
excessive erosion.

» Damages must be related to a recent storm event.
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Emergency Watershed Protection Program

» Sponsors can be any unit of State or Local
government.

» Sponsors provide legal authority to complete work,
obtain permits, contribute funds or in kind services,
and maintain all completed emergency measures.

» Cost share rates are typically set at 75% but can be
as high as 90 % in certain situations.

» Protection measures — remove stream channel
blockages (woody and sediment debris) and install
stream bank stabilization to protect public
Infrastructure.
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Emergency Watershed Protection Program
(EWPP-FPE)

» The purpose of the EWPP-FPE is to purchase
floodplain easements on eligible lands and to restore
the floodplain functions and values to natural
conditions to the greatest extent practical.

» Floodplain easements restore, protect, maintain, and
enhance the functions of the floodplain; conserve
natural values including fish and wildlife habitat,
water quality, floodwater retention, ground water
recharge, and open space,; reduce long-term federal
disaster assistance; and safeguard lives and property
from floods, drought, and the products of erosion.
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For more information
Natural Resources Conservation Service
771 Corporate Drive, Suite 210
Lexington, KY 40503

859-224-7350
www.nres.usda.gov

"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable,
sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is
derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA,
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-
9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal

opportunity provider and employer."
USDA-NRCS



